266 Casscodori Variae.

*We send you some presents by our ambassadors, and
shall be glad to receive further visits from you by the
road which you have thus opened up, and to show you
future favours.’

[The collection of amber is also noticed by Pliny
(‘Nat. Hist.” 37. 2). It is interesting to observe that
he there, on the authority of Pytheas, attributes to the
Guttones dwelling on the Baltic shore the collection
of amber, and its sale to the Teutones. These Guttones
were, if we are right in accepting Jordanes’ account of
the Gothic migrations, themselves ancestors of the Os-
trogoths.}

3. Kinag TuEonORIC To HONORATUS, VIR ILLUSTRIS,
QUAFSTOR.

4. Kina THEODORIC To THE SENATE OF THE CITY
or RoME.

Honora-  The usual pair of letters on the promotion of Hono-

ratus to the Quaestorship. He succeeds his brother

Decora- Decoratus, whose early death Theodoric regrets. The

date of the letters is the Third Indiction, September 1,

y " 599.

The writer remarks on the prophetic instinet® of the
pa.rents who named these two sons, destined to future
eminence, Decoratus and Honoratus. Decoratus was
originally an advocate at Rome. His services were
often sought by men of Consular rank, and before his

admission to the Senate he had had a Patrician for

his client in a very celebrated case?.

! 'We have here & remark on unconscious prophecies : *Loqui datur quod
nos sensisse nescimus: sed post casum reminiscimur, quod ignorantes vera-
citer dixeramus.’ '

# ¢Infarior gradu praestabat viris consularibus se patronum eb cum
honoribus vestris impar haberetur, Patricius ei dictus est in celeberrima
cognitione susveptus.” The last part of this sentence is very obscure.



